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L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T
I will never forget sitting in my office on January 6th, 2021, and watching the events unfold at the U.S. Capitol. 
On top of a year that had challenged our families, our nation, and the world with a global pandemic, a national 
outcry over racial inequities, and this brewing political turmoil, I could hardly grasp what this would mean for 
the future of us all, regardless of political leanings.

In contrast, I was completely clear that, in 2021 and beyond, AIB Network would play an essential role in ad-
dressing the issues that divide us, as well as providing creative and innovative ways of uplifting people during 
these stressful and confusing times. We would also take time during 2021 to lay the necessary groundwork for 
a variety of technical improvements and the 2022 expansion of our distribution platforms.

To that end, our 2021 annual initiative, “Civil Discourse – Building Healthy Communities through Conversation,” 
offered the community a framework for producing a variety of network programs that addressed specific ways 
people could learn to speak respectfully across their differences with subject matter experts who shared their 
insights into navigating grief and mental health issues. Our programs also focused on the ongoing trauma peo-
ple faced with the losses associated with COVID-19.

We also recognized the vital role of humor in coping with stress as we embarked on several production part-
nerships, including with nationally known standup comic and actor Don “DC” Curry.  Further, our exercise pro-
gramming took a whimsical twist on the martial art of taekwondo with a cast of “furry” characters that animat-
ed our younger audiences.

During 2021, we investigated facility and equipment upgrades to improve our production values. We also 
prioritized streaming services to reach new audiences with our programming. We saw 2021 as an opportunity 
to step back and assess the horizon for content creation and distribution, planning ahead for an ever-changing 
media landscape.

These creative solutions were possible only because our dedicated Board of Directors and staff who demon-
strated creativity, resilience, adaptability, and steadfastness throughout the year. As I look back on all that we 
accomplished in 2021, I am inspired by the words of the late Shirley Chisholm, the first African American wom-
an elected to the U.S. Congress:

“You don’t make progress by standing on the sidelines, whimper-
ing and complaining. You make progress by implementing ideas.”

AIB Network has never been an organization that has stood on the 
sidelines. Instead, we have been willing to implement ideas that 
shine a light on challenging issues and amplify the voices of those 
working to create a more respectful and compassionate world. Be-
yond that, we give our viewers the tools to live healthy lives with 
programming that stimulates the mind, strengthens the body, and 
inspires the spirit.

I hope and pray that you and your families stay healthy. I also 
invite you to continue to rely on us for innovative content that will 
help you and your loved ones remain resilient at a time of tremen-
dous challenge and change.

Audrey Daniels, President & CEO
AIB Network



L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E  B O A R D  C H A I R
The Power of Resilience in a Year of Challenge and ChangeThe Power of Resilience in a Year of Challenge and Change

One of the most meaningful tasks I’m invited to perform as a member of AIB’s Board of Directors is presenting 
the “Spirit Award for Community Service” to a worthy non-profit organization and also to be featured on our 
Making a Difference series. In 2021, I had the profound honor of presenting the “Spirit Award” to the found-
ers of “Triumph over Tragedy,” an organization that helps families after a loved one experiences a traumatic 
illness or injury. The organization was founded by a family that had, itself, experienced such a trauma. Their 
inspiring story is one of resilience.

That AIB Network uplifts the message of organizations like “Triumph over Tragedy” reflects our commitment to 
our viewers to showcase stories that demonstrate possibilities over problems, and creativity over controversy. It 
demonstrates our own determination and willingness to see the humanity in everyone and to create programs 
that illustrate models of cooperation and communication. That’s right, in an era of polarization over just about 
every social and political issue, AIB Network steps up time and again to highlight the voices of reason and 
compassion.

I’m honored to be part of an organization that has remained true to its core values while exploring new and 
creative ways to continue entertaining and educating our viewers. 

As you review this Annual Report, we hope you will feel the warmth and resilience of our dedicated staff, peo-
ple who solve problems creatively and who are resolute in their belief that good storytelling feeds the mind, 
body, and spirit and builds robust, supportive communities.

We thank you for your continued support,

Guy Arledge, Chairman
AIB Network Board of Directors



M I S S I O N  M I S S I O N  

The Cambridge English Dictionary defines resilience as having the ability to respond to change or adversity 
proactively and resourcefully. The word is also defined as the capacity for recovery, toughness, and elasticity.

In 2021, AIB Network demonstrated these qualities day in and day out to produce exceptional programming 
for our many devoted and first-time viewers. Throughout the year, our board, management, and staff remained 
committed to our core mission to stimulate the mind, strengthen the body, and inspire the spirit, understand-
ing that remaining steadfast would support the wellbeing of viewers who have come to rely on AIB Network 
over the decades.  We displayed, through grit and perseverance, The Power of Resilience in a Year of Challenge 
and Change, the theme for our 2021 Annual Report.  

As the world continued to face a global pandemic and gripping political divisiveness, AIB remained a source 
of inspiration, entertainment, and knowledge, offering a range of programs that helped people cope with the 
uncertainty.  We gave viewers tangible resources – from at-home craft projects for kids using objects many 
families might already have at home (i.e., cereal boxes) to communication do’s and don’ts for navigating diffi-
cult conversations with family and friends with whom one might disagree.  

We boldly explored innovative and creative programming concepts, including a new series offering taekwon-
do instruction for kids of all ages featuring participants dressed in colorful animal costumes. We also explored 
creative ways to present other network favorites to keep our younger audience engaged, with “Leo,” the lion 
puppet joining Senora Lisa Jackson on the set of Hola!l Adventures in Spanish and Craft Your Imagination 
for Kids featuring kid “craftologists.”

Our programming targeting adult audiences also demonstrated innovation. Our art series amplified the voices 
of often marginalized communities with segments on a drag club comedy show and a feature on an Asian film-
maker. We also explored Ifa, a spiritual tradition from West Africa that was long misunderstood and maligned 
yet maintained in secret among African Americans and Afro-Caribbean peoples.

With the understanding that inspiring stories provide hope in uncertain times, we continued to share personal 
stories and features on non-profit organizations, whether their beneficiaries faced life-threatening illnesses like 
breast cancer or life-altering situations like eviction. 

Not only did we use remote technologies to share these stories, we found safe ways to welcome people back 
into our studio while still maintaining precautions to ensure the health and wellbeing of staff and guests alike.

And our efforts were rewarded with consistent growth in engagement across all of AIB Network’s social media 
platforms.  Most notable was our modest increase in subscribers on YouTube, which went from 370,551 sub-
scribers to 429,471, with more than 10 million programs viewed over 1.4 million hours.

As you review this annual report, we invite you to consider the many ways you exhibited resilience during 2021 
and to explore how engaging with our programming would further support your wellbeing. We believe that by 
offering tangible resources, creative content, and inspiring stories, we provided precisely what was needed in 
2021, living our promise to our viewers, helping each one to experience for themselves, The Power of Resilience 
in a Year of Challenge and Change.

AIB inspires, uplifts and educates viewers by creating and distributing 
exceptional content across all media platforms.

T H E M E  L E T T E RT H E M E  L E T T E R
T h e  P o w e r  o f  R e s i l i e n c e  i n  a  Y e a r T h e  P o w e r  o f  R e s i l i e n c e  i n  a  Y e a r 

o f  C h a l l e n g e  a n d  C h a n g eo f  C h a l l e n g e  a n d  C h a n g e



C O M M U N I T Y  I N I T I A T I V E
C i v i l  D i s c o u r s e :  B u i l d i n g  H e a l t h y 

C o m m u n i t i e s  T h r o u g h  C o n v e r s a t i o n

As 2021 began, tensions over political differences in the United States mounted. Racial justice protests, 
COVID-19 prevention measures, and challenges to voting rights had become hot-button issues. Whether face-
to-face or via social media posts, differences of opinion within families and among friends threatened relation-
ships across the nation. 

The January 6th attack on the U.S. Capitol was hardly the beginning or the end of the story.  The aftermath only 
contributed to the political divisions and incivility that had become the diet of everyday discourse.

To address these concerns, AIB Network boldly stepped forward and chose to focus on civil discourse as our 
2021 annual initiative.  We knew the network was in an ideal position to offer ideas and tools to prepare young 
people and support adults to engage in challenging conversations respectfully and compassionately. 

The initiative was multi-faceted: free, downloadable public service announcements premiering quarterly and 
available on the AIB Network website. We also produced a variety of programs focusing on the theme and 
ended 2021 with a documentary featuring thought leaders and activists in the field of civil discourse.  We post-
ed on social media, offering specific resources for people to access to learn how to speak civilly to others, even 
when they don’t agree.

The quarterly public service announcements were produced by volunteer college students who participated in 
AIB’s summer FilmBassador program.  Each focused on a different theme, including the importance of trying to 
understand others’ perspectives, maintaining an open mind, and respecting each other’s humanity.  

Programs like At the Table included interviews with opinion leaders and change-makers, among them the 
co-founder of “Resetting the Table,” an organization that teaches civil discourse techniques, and the co-chairs 
of “Project Understanding,” a program of the Atlanta Black-Jewish Coalition of the American Jewish Committee. 

The documentary AIB Presents: Dialogue across Difference featured in-depth interviews, including con-
versations with journalist Celeste Headlee, StoryCorps regional director Daniel Horowitz Garcia, Out of Hand 
Theater/Equitable Dinners’ Ariel Fristo and Adria Kitchens, the cofounder of “Braver Angels, Bill Dougherty, and 
Pam McNall, founder of “Respectful Ways.”  

Network social media posts included Friday Tips 4 Civil Discourse for six consecutive weeks, offering specific 
strategies for engaging in constructive conversations.

It is our hope that the AIB Network will, through our 2021 annual initiative, continue to contribute to respon-
sible civil discourse and to healthy conversations on critical issues that are at the heart of our democracy. This 
was the environment of AIB’s inception in 1969, and 2021 proved the continued relevance of our work over 50 
years later to bring our community together.
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In 2021, AIB Network demonstrated the power of our resilience during changing times by remaining a reli-
able source of inspiration and education for our audiences, with programs emphasizing stimulating the mind, 
strengthening the body, and inspiring the spirit.

A range of programs focused on our annual initiative - civil discourse - to help our audience gain effective 
communication skills to help them navigate difficult conversations, among them a program for young adults, 
Manners Matter, to teach common courtesy in social situations.

In 2021, we also expanded our coverage of the arts with Art Comes Alive, offering our audience stories featur-
ing cutting-edge creatives, from drag show comics and muralists to filmmakers and quilters. Of particular note 
was our multi-part digital series, created in partnership with the Atlanta-based arts organization Flux Projects 
and BANDALOOP, a troupe of internationally-acclaimed dancers whose stages are the sides of buildings.

With the understanding that more and more people are watching media on digital devices, Art Comes Alive, 
and other short-form AIB content premiered on our digital platforms rather than on cable.  This was an ac-
knowledgment that, to sustain our growth and remain relevant, AIB had to pivot.  

Still, AIB’s programming, wherever it was viewed, remained true to our mission.  Our three-part series, Explor-
ing Ifa, focused on a spiritual tradition practiced worldwide and rooted in the Yoruba beliefs in West Africa. 
The monthly At the Table interview program featured authors and organizations involved in a variety of inter-
faith and ecumenical initiatives. Our Spiritual Journey series included inspiring stories, among them the story 
of Scotty Scott, a former nun who became metro Atlanta’s first grief counselor through Hospice Atlanta.

We provided our viewers a deep dive into the biblical Book of Job with Assistant Professor Brennan Breed of 
Columbia Theological Seminary in our Theology Matters series. We also developed programming partnerships 
with the Candler School of Theology, showcasing the TheoEd on AIB lecture series, and a partnership with the 
Perennial Zeitgeist organization for a series on spiritual direction. 

AIB Network’s presence also increased on social media, with regular postings of holiday greetings, program-
ming promotions, and individual AIB programs, including Jambo Storytelling – Stories from the African 
Diaspora, which premiered on cable during the month of February to commemorate Black History Month.

We also found creative ways to use interviews and panel discussions recorded using remote technology by 
our partner organizations, including the Carter Center and the Atlanta Association of Black Journalists. Due to 
COVID concerns, Rev. Dr. Robert M. Franklin recorded his voice-overs remotely, allowing us to continue airing 
his inspiring Building Community through Faith segments. 

Our focus on education that engages and entertains expanded with a second season of Hola! Adventures in 
Spanish with Senora Lisa and Craft Your Imagination for Kids for our younger viewers. Perhaps one of our 
most experimental new series in 2021 was Hello Taekwondo with Master Daniel Clark and his furry friends, 
adult participants in animal costumes. The series would not only help our young viewers gain physical strength 
but instill in them the values of courtesy, integrity, and self-control, values that reflect our annual initiative to 
behave civilly toward one another.



P R O G R A M M I N G :
M I N D  |  B O D Y  | S P I R I T

Our documentary series, AIB Presents, covered a range of issues – from an explanation of the Juneteenth 
celebration marking the end of slavery in America to a look at peach farming in Georgia, known as the Peach 
State. We also continued examining mental health disparities in communities of color amplified by the COVID 
pandemic. 

New seasons of Food Travels with Nancy featured dishes and recipes from Europe to Polynesia. Life Plus, 
cohosted by longtime civil rights advocate Dr. Georgianne Thomas, covered topics of critical interest to older 
adults, from protecting eye health to finding love in your 70s. Former US Surgeon General David Satcher and 
racial justice advocate Catherine Meeks were among those featured.

AIB also produced a current events interview series, Atlanta Speaks, which included an interview with Georgia 
Secretary of State Brad Raffensberger when the nation looked to Georgia for the state’s recount of votes in the 
2020 Presidential election. Our Making a Difference series both inspired and educated our audience about 
efforts to help those in need – from people returning to society after completing a prison sentence to people 
who need a range of services, from tax preparation help to housing.

And with series like Practical Astrology with Maxine Taylor focusing on using astrology to navigate chal-
lenging times, as well as our ongoing daily exercise and meditation programs, AIB recognized that our range of 
content would ensure our audience had the resources to remain resilient for 2021 and beyond.



V I E W E R  T E S T I M O N I A L S  & 
F E E D B A C K

 Hello Taekwondo

Thank you for sharing this with us. My beautiful granddaughter is learning so it’s cool for me to learn too!! 

-DawnDee Earven

Practical Astrology - How to Navigate through Tough Times Using Astrology | Sun in Aries

OMG I have been binging your videos. I wish these vids make it to your older vids
 so viewers will see these new ones.

   
-Laicantrophy

 Moments of Inspiration

“I appreciate Moments of Inspiration and hope it continues. Rev. Womack sings music I don’t get anywhere 
else. There would be a whole lot missing from my life without it.”

-Dr. S. Bagley

Exploring Ifa

Thank you so much for “Exploring Ifa.” It is a great introduction to one of several African ancestral cultures/spir-
itualties whose time is long overdue to be properly understood. 

This series … is a powerful step in the right direction.

Will Coleman, PhD
Associate Professor of Theology and World Religions, Interdenominational Theological Center

“At the Table” featuring Project Understanding

“…this video is excellent!! I shared it on our AJC Black/Jewish Coalition and AJC Atlanta Facebook pages. 
Fantastic job, Shean and Pam, and Audrey, thank you again for featuring our work! We really appreciate it! “

Julie Katz
Associate Director, AJC Atlanta

Art Comes Alive partnership with BANDALOOP and Flux Projects
“Wonderful being a part of AIB’s showcase of art in 2021! SO proud of the work and thank you for all that you 

did to bring BANDALOOP’s innovative dance project to a wider audience at Flux Projects!”

Thomas Cavanaugh  
Executive Director, BANDALOOP






























